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Context 

This policy reflects the requirements of the Education Act 1996. 

It also has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but not limited 
to: 

• Equality Act 2010  

• Data Protection Act 2018  

• DfE (2013) ‘Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of 
health needs’  

• DfE (2015) ‘Supporting students at school with medical conditions’  

It also based on guidance provided by Wandsworth Hospital Schools and Home Tuition Service 

This policy complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. 

Rationale  

The Government’s policy intention is that all children, regardless of circumstance or setting 
should receive a good education to enable them to shape their own futures. Therefore 
alternative provision and the framework surrounding it should offer good quality education on 
par with that of mainstream schooling, along with the support students need to overcome 
barriers to attainment. This support should meet a student’s individual needs, including social 
and emotional needs, and enable them to thrive and prosper in the education system. 

 

 

Introduction 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://hhts.wandsworth.sch.uk/information-for-professionals/guidance-for-schools-supporting-children-with-medical-conditions-in-school/


EBA aims to support the LA in ensuring that all children who are unable to attend school due to 
medical needs, and who would not receive suitable education without such provision, continue 
to have access to as much education as their medical condition allows, to enable them to 
reach their full potential. Due to the nature of their health needs, some children may be 
admitted to hospital or placed in alternative forms of education provision. We recognise that, 
whenever possible, students should receive their education within their school and the aim of 
the provision will be to reintegrate students back into school as soon as they are well enough. 
We understand that we have a continuing role in a student’s education whilst they are not 
attending school and will work with the LA, health, other statutory agencies and families to 
ensure that all children with medical needs receive the right level of support to enable them to 
maintain links with their education. 

Students who are unable to attend school as a result of their medical needs may include those 
with:  

• Physical health issues.  

• Physical injuries.  

• Mental health problems, including anxiety issues.  

• Emotional difficulties or school refusal.  

• Progressive conditions.  

• Terminal illnesses.  

• Chronic illnesses. 

 

Aims 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

 Suitable education is arranged for students on roll who cannot attend school due to health 
needs 

 Students, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for when the local 
authority is providing this education 

 

Local Authority Responsibilities   

Local Authorities are responsible for arranging suitable full-time education for children of 
compulsory school age who, because of illness, would not receive suitable education without 
such provision. This applies whether or not the child is on the roll of a school and whatever the 
type of school they attend. It applies to children who are students in Academies, Free 
Schools, special schools and independent schools as well as those in maintained schools. 

The law does not define full-time education but children with health needs should have 
provision which is equivalent to the education they would receive in school. If they receive 
one-to-one tuition, for example, the hours of face-to-face provision could be fewer as the 
provision is more concentrated. 

Where full-time education would not be in the best interests of a particular child because of 
reasons relating to their physical or mental health, LAs should provide part-time education on 
a basis they consider to be in the child's best interests. Full and part-time education should 
still aim to achieve good academic attainment particularly in English, Maths and Science. 



Guidance provided here: Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school 
due to their health needs 

 

Responsibilities of the school 

The school will ensure: 

 Arrangements for students who cannot attend school as a result of their medical needs are 
in place and are effectively implemented.  

 The termly review of the arrangements made for students who cannot attend school due to 
their medical needs.  

 Roles and responsibilities of those involved in the arrangements to support the needs of 
students are clear and understood by all. 

 Robust systems are in place for dealing with health emergencies and critical incidents, for 
both on and off-site activities. 

 Staff with responsibility for supporting students with health needs are appropriately trained. 
 Reviewing this policy on an annual basis. 

  
If the school makes arrangements to deliver suitable education for children with health needs 
who cannot attend school) this may include: 

- A named staff member (tutor, HoY, LSA or PSM) being responsible 

- Regular catch ups (phone calls/video calls) 

- Work set on Teams by teachers 

- Work packs being created. 

If a student is unable to attend school due to illness, the local authority must arrange for 
appropriate full-time education (or as much education as the child’s health allows). Although 
there is no statutory timeframe, the local authority should attempt to arrange this as soon as it 
is clear that the student will be absent from school for more than 15 school days (consecutively 
or cumulatively). For long term medical conditions, education may be provided at home or at 
hospital.' 

Reintegration 

When reintegration is anticipated, the school will work with the local authority to: 

 Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, 
allowing the student to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have 
used in school as far as possible 

 Enable the student to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, 
invitations to school events or internet links to lessons from their school) 

 Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 

 Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 

 The school will work with parents and the child to plan the reintegration into school; this 
may begin with shortened weeks or days and a modified timetable, if appropriate. 

 

 

https://hhts.wandsworth.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/WHHTS-Ensuring-a-good-education-for-children-who-cannot-attend-school-due-to-their-health-needs-Wandsworth-Schools57.pdf
https://hhts.wandsworth.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/WHHTS-Ensuring-a-good-education-for-children-who-cannot-attend-school-due-to-their-health-needs-Wandsworth-Schools57.pdf


Attendance Registers/School Roll 

The Academy will only remove a student who is unable to attend school because of additional 
health needs from the school roll where:  

 The student has been certified by a Medical Officer as unlikely to be in a fit state of health to 
attend school, before ceasing to be of compulsory school age;  

 Neither the student nor their parent has indicated to the school the intention to continue to 
attend the Academy, after ceasing to be of compulsory school age. 

A student unable to attend school because of their health needs will not be removed from the 
Academy register without parental consent and certification from the Medical Officer, even if 
the LA has become responsible for the student’s education. 

 

Examinations  

The named member of staff will liaise with the alternative provision provider over planning and 
examination course requirements where appropriate. Relevant assessment information will be 
provided to the alternative provision provider if required. Awarding bodies may make special 
arrangements for students with permanent or long-term disabilities and learning difficulties, or 
temporary disabilities and illnesses. Applications for such arrangements will be submitted by 
the Academy, or LA if more appropriate, as early as possible. 

 


